Road-Rail Transport
arrive at rough calculations based on their actual receipts
from distances exceeding 50 miles which was supposed to
be the extent of the zone of road-rail competition.
Indian Motor Vehicles Act, 1939.   Hot upon the heels
of this  Committee,  the Road-Rail  Conference  of 1933
examined this question,  and the "Wedgwood  Committee
added its suggestions in 1937.   The views expressed by
all these bodies were duly incorporated in the new Act of
1939, the main provisions of which will now be investigated
into.   Section 3 of the Act provides for the licensing of
all drivers and motor vehicles: " No person shall drive a
motor vehicle in  any public  place unless he holds  an
effective licence issued to himself, authorising himself to
drive the vehicle; and no person shall so drive a motor
vehicle as a paid employee or shall so drive a public service
vehicle unless his licence specifically entitles him so to
do." 10   Section 5 prohibits any owner or person in charge
of a motor to permit any person who does not possess
a licence to drive.   The minimum age for the possession of
a licence has been fixed at 18.   Whether an employer is
liable under section 5 of this Act for injuries occasioned by
his employee would depend upon the particular facts of the
ease.  The issue involves the question whether the employee
was at the time of the accident, acting within ' the scope
of his employment', and no owner can be held responsible
for negligence on the part of his employee when operating
without his knowledge.   A person to become a licencee
must be declared medically fit and should be one certified
as of sound and sober habits.   Habitual criminals and
drmjk&rds are prohibited from being licence-holders, and
power is vested in the Transport Authority to refuse to
grant or to disqualify or withhold a licence when it finds
s^GSeient grounds for so doing.   " Where  a person is
convicted of an offence under this Act, or of an offence
10   Section 1.   Motor Vehicles Act 1939,